
Recommendations for Archdiocesan Early Childhood Centers 
2021-2022 COVID Protocols  

 

Staff Training-No additional training requirements.  Standard health protocols will be 
reviewed (illness and exclusion criteria, toy cleaning, surface cleaning, hand washing 
and diapering). 
 
Waiver Acknowledgement- The Archdiocese no longer requires a signed waiver as a 
condition for enrollment. 
 
Mask wearing- Adult staff and parents that are unvaccinated will be asked to wear 
masks in the facility.  Any children or adults may exercise the option to wear a mask at 
any time. If a person is exhibiting allergy symptoms (such as cough) may be 
encouraged to wear a mask to promote confidence of others.  If community health 
conditions should change, then this policy may need to be reviewed. 
 
Vaccinations- All staff should be encouraged to be fully vaccinated.  They cannot be 
mandated to be fully vaccinated. Once vaccinations are available and deemed safe for 
children of our population, those vaccinations should also be encouraged. 
 
Unvaccinated – If an unvaccinated person becomes exposed to a COVID positive 
person they will have to follow the current local health department recommendations at 
the time. 
 
Handwashing-Remains the same as it has always been, prior and during COVID. 

Steps for Handwashing are as follows: 
1. Wet and lather hands with soap, rubbing front and back of hand and wrists 

for at least 20 seconds. 
2. Pay particular attention to areas between fingers around nail beds and 

under fingernails. 
3. Rinse under running water so that the water flows from wrists to fingertips. 
4. Use paper towel to turn off faucet. 
5. Dry hands with paper towel. 

 
Staff Wash Hands: 

• Upon arrival or entering the classroom 
• Before eating or handling food 
• Before and after feeding a child 
• After coming in contact with body fluids, such as after wiping noses, 

mouths, or bottoms and tending sores 
• After outdoor activities 
• After using the toilet or helping a child with toileting 
• When moving from one group to another (visiting another group) 
• After handling garbage or cleaning chemicals 
• Before and after diaper changing 



• After handling raw food products  
• After handling or feeding pets 

 
Children Wash Hands: 

• Upon arrival or entering a classroom 
• Before and after eating 
• After coming in contact with bodily fluids or any other time a 

caregiver has reason to believe the child has come in contact with 
substances that could be harmful to the child. 

• After outdoor activities, including playing in the sand 
• After using the toilet or having a diaper change 
• When moving from one group to another (only applies to Before 

and After Care Children) 
• Before and after water play 
• After handling or feeding pets 

 
Diaper Changing-Remains the same as it has always been, prior and during COVID. 

Steps for Diaper Changing are as follows:  
1. Gather all supplies needed-diaper, gloves, waxed liner, wipes (clothing 

and diaper cream if needed) 
2. Wash hands 
3. Place the child on the diaper changing surface and unfasten the diaper 

leaving it under the child. 
4. Clean the child’s diaper area with disposable wipes from front to back. 
5. Place wipes in the soiled diaper.  Remove and discard gloves while 

wrapping the diaper in the gloves. 
6. Replace fresh diaper. 
7. Wash the child’s hands. 
8. Remove the liner and clean the surface of any visible soil with a baby 

wipe. 
9. Use disinfectant to wet the entire surface. 
10. Wash your hands thoroughly.    
11. Record the diaper change  

  
Exclusion criteria for staff and children-The staff handbook and parent handbook will 
emphasize the importance of staying home if exhibiting any signs or symptoms of an 
illness. If a runny nose or cough is persistent, the child or staff member will be sent 
home.   A note clearing the child or staff member for care will need to be provided from 
a doctor.  Families with known allergies will be asked to stay on allergy medication 
regime to avoid being sent home. Morning and/or Mid-day temp checks may be used as 
needed. 
 
Parent access to building-Current and potential parents are allowed in the building, 
with typical security protocols in place. 
 



Parent access to School wide events-All school wide events that are held in large 
spaces or outdoors may include parents. However, events that would exceed classroom 
occupancy/capacity limits, may not include an invitation to parents.  Capacity may be 
limited. 
 
Volunteers-May be used again if they have completed their Safe Environment Training. 
 
Social Distancing-Classroom management strategies and practices will assist in 
continuing to social distance when appropriate. 
 
Class size and Ratio Requirements-Return to normal capacity (as long as it is within 
the licensing limits).   
 
Parent Drop-off and Pick-up-Interior or Exterior drop is an acceptable practice as long 
as it does not preclude parents from entering the facility if desired and need to be 
respectful of distancing and duration.   
 
Screening questions will continue to be answered by parents 

1.  Does your child, anyone in the household, or anyone you 
have been in contact with presently have any signs or 
symptoms of COVID-19 like fever, cough, shortness of 
breath within the last 24 hours? 

2. Has your child, anyone in your household, or anyone you 
have been in contact with had a fever of greater than 
100.4 ͒F in the last 24 hours? 

3. Has your child taken any fever reducing medication in the 
last 24 hours? 

4. In the last 2 weeks has your child, anyone in the household, 
or anyone you have been in contact with tested positive for 
COVID-19, or assumed positive, but awaiting results from a 
COVID-19 test? 

 
Limit parents' time in the building to avoid long exposure. 
 
Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting measures-The cleaning frequency and solutions 
required by child care licensing will continue in compliance with Minimum Standards 
using licensing acceptable cleaning products. 
 
 

• Toys will be rotated in order to sanitize more frequently.  All toys will be sanitized 
in a dip solution or wiped with a sanitizing solution each week.  This will be 
recorded on a cleaning log in each classroom. 

• Toys will be sanitized between different groups in care 
• Use of fabric toys will follow CDC guidance. 

 



Food Preparation and Meal Service-Should remain served individually and not in a 
family style manner and follow CDC guidance. 
 
Travel- If a family (with unvaccinated members) travels on vacation/holiday or for any 
other reason, CDC guidelines for return from travel should be followed. Travel 
exclusions should be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


